
Nevada Division 705 N. Plaza Street, Suite 220 
Carson City, NV  89701

March 1, 2024 775-687-1204

In Reply Refer To:
        HPL-NV

ELECTRONIC CORRESPONDENCE ONLY

Ms. Tracy Larkin Thomason, P.E.
Director, Nevada Department of Transportation  
1263 South Stewart Street
Carson City, Nevada 89712

SUBJECT:  Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the Sparks Boulevard Project, Sparks, 
Nevada FHWA-NV-EA-23-01, STBG-0031-(341) NDOT Project: 61066

Dear Ms. Larkin Thomason:

The Nevada Department of Transportation’s (NDOT) February 14, 2024, letter that the Federal 
Highway Administrations (FHWA) received on February 21, 2024, requested FHWA’s 
determination of the Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the Sparks Boulevard Project
in the City of Sparks, Washoe County, Nevada.  

The Environmental Assessment (EA) was approved for circulation on January 31, 2023. Based 
on the information provided in the FONSI, the public hearing was conducted consistent with the 
NDOT’s Public Involvement Plan. 

Based on the information contained in the FONSI document included in the transmittal letter, the 
EA document, and the public hearings transcripts, FHWA has determined that the project will 
have No Significant Environmental Impacts. FHWA has also determined that the project has a 
de minimis use on the Section 4(f) property for the Reed High School.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Abdelmoez Abdalla, Environmental 
Program Manager, at (775) 687-1231 or via email at Abdelmoez.Abdalla@dot.gov.

Sincerely,

Khoa Nguyen, P.E.
Division Administrator
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Sparks Boulevard Project Public Hearing Transcription

Project: Sparks Boulevard Roadway Design480 (Atkins 100070480)

Subject: Public Hearing Transcription

Meeting Place: Lena Juniper Elementary School, 225 Queen Way, Sparks, NV 89431                     

Date & Time: 19 April 2023 | 4:00-7:00pm Minutes By: Otter A.I. / Brenda Eno

Attendees: Jeff Wilbrecht
Dale Keller
Paul Nelson
Chris Young
Teri Lewis
Cassie Mlynarek
Julie Boyster
Abdelmoez Abdalla
Rhonda Motley
Donald Abbott
Kirk Webb
David Dodson
Brian Janes
Sydney Wendt
Adrienne Packer
Miguel Escobar

Representing: RTC Project Manager
RTC Director of Engineering
RTC Government Affairs Officer
NDOT Environmental Manager 
NDOT Planning & Development
NDOT Public Involvement
NDOT Compliance & Audit
FHWA Environmental Manager
FHWA Civil Rights P.M.
City of Sparks Council Ward I
Atkins Environmental Lead
Atkins Project Manager
Atkins Deputy Project Manager
Atkins Public Information
Atkins Public Information
Atkins Landscape Architect

Public Hearing Witnesses Data

1. Patricia Keckler 3320 Lucerne Way Sparks 89431

2. Gary Warren 1005 Caboose Way Sparks 89434

3. Alexis Carmelo 4510 Mount Bachelor Sparks 89431

4. Scott Carey 1381 Coupler Court Sparks 89434

5. Shaun Carey 1685 Sabatino Drive Sparks 89434

6. Penny & Joe Mayer 3304 Poco Dove Court Sparks 89431

7. Ricci Rodriquez Elkins 2979 Lida Lane Sparks 89434

8. Patrice Marinelli 2140 Woodhaven Lane Sparks 89434

9. David Morlet 1276 Express Street Sparks 89434

10. Chris Empey 1570 Squirrel Tail Drive Sparks 89436

11. (1) Eligible Signature 3711 4th Street Sparks 89431

12. (1) Eligible Signature No other information

13. Attendee (Not Signed In)

14. Attendee (Not Signed In)



Sparks Blvd Project Public Hearing Transcription 2

15. Attendee (Not Signed In)

16. Attendee (Not Signed In)

JEFF WILBRECHT: Hello, my name is Jeff Wilbrecht, welcome and thank you for attending the public 
hearing for the social or environmental assessment. Again, my name is Jeff Wilbrecht Project
Manager for the Regional Transportation Commission of Washoe County. We are going to record this 
presentation, so that it can be transcribed and then address any comments and questions that come in 
verbally. We also have a comment box and comment cards so that you can write down comments
regarding the environmental assessment, and I'll go through lots of other methods and means to provide 
public comment on the Project. This presentation provides an overview of the environmental assessment 
that's been prepared for the Project, and as I said, there's lots of team members here from our design 
team, from RTC, from NDOT and FHWA, all, to some degree, available to answer questions. Just grab 
one of us or any of us and we can help navigate that process for you.

Moving forward. A little bit about how the Project got to today. This Project formally kicked 
off with the Design Phase back in 2020. Following this, we did some initial analysis of the Project with the
Project team and decided to split the Project into two (2) phases. What we're talking about tonight is the 
North Phase. What has occurred already is the South Phase, and that's from Greg Street up to I-80. That 
phase has been constructed now and it's in use providing benefit to the community already.

The North Phase is from I-80, essentially north to Baring Boulevard, and just a little bit past Baring 
Boulevard. Again, that's the Project that we're here to talk to you about tonight. The reason for the split
is to mitigate impacts related to construction we have identified. NDOT is moving forward with the Pyramid 
Highway Phase One Project, that Project had potential of causing this North Phase Project e going 
to talk about tonight, and the NDOT Project to be both under construction at the same time. It caused
significant traffic impacts to the Spanish Springs of the northern Sparks areas, so we decided to split 
them up and I'll talk further about the phases a little bit later.

The status of the Project, as I said earlier, the South Phase has been constructed. It started last year and 
finished up just recently, this past late winter, early spring of 2023. Then we're here tonight to talk about 
the North Phase of the Project. That Project has been advancing through a preliminary design stage 
doing a lot of environmental related work associated with the environmental assessment. Upon the 
completion of this environmental assessment public hearing and public comment period, continue 
to work towards reviewing the related impacts and working toward our goal of receiving a determination 
finding of no significant impact. After that, we'll be advancing with the final design of the Project within 
construction, anticipated to begin in the 2025, time frame, which again as I said earlier, would be after 
the completion of that Pyramid Highway Phase One Project.

To talk a little bit about the purpose and need of the Project. Again, this Project kicked off in 2020, and 
every time we reached out to the public to ask them of the concerns and issues they have with the corridor
and transportation network within and along the Sparks Boulevard, we heard your priorities and they 
really focused on safety, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities; those were some of the biggest concerns. We 
also performed a whole variety of traffic studies at that time and determined there was a variety of traffic 
related problems with the corridor, associated with congestion and future operations in that regard.

So really, we found as traffic increases in the future, this would create even greater delays on users on 
Sparks Boulevard, and as that traffic flow degrades, it will result in potentially higher crashes in the future. 
We identified several gaps in sidewalks and bicycle facilities within the corridor which need to be built so 
people can use sidewalks to access transit. So, therefore the purpose of the Project is to address 
operational capacity deficiencies and improve safety and mobility for all modes of transportation, including 
cars, pedestrians, bikes, and transit users.
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When we analyse traffic, we look at it from a level of service. the criterion that we use, and it's a scale of 
how we determine the efficiency of traffic operations. This criterion goes from A to F, kind of like a report 
card with A being the best. The level of service D is the minimum standard for which we aim to have our 
roadways operate at, specifically arterials, like Sparks Boulevard.

Analysis by the Project Team showed the current configuration of some of the segments of Sparks 
Boulevard will degrade to a level surface of F in the future by the 2035 timeframe; that would be below
what is considered standard for an arterial roadway.

As I said earlier, we held a public scoping meeting back in September 2020. During that Project kick-off 
stage, we heard the concerns the public had regarding the corridor and this slide really highlights some 
of the important issues we identified during that time-period. The Project Team conducted alternative
analysis looking at a variety of improvements that would address or mitigate these issues. Also, the
alternatives fulfilled the purpose of the Project that I described earlier.

We are going to talk briefly about the Preferred Alternative. It includes reconstruction - reconstructing 
Sparks Boulevard from I-80 to north of Baring Boulevard and widening the corridor from four (4) lanes to 
six (6) lanes. include a variety of intersection reconstruction and improvements as well as 
reconstructing access locations for residential and/or commercial driveways that are within the Project
limits. The proposed Project will undergo widening of the roadway, as I said, to include a full multi-use 
path with multimodal improvements for pedestrians, and users of transit and bicycles. Additionally, at 
various locations through the corridor, the proposed project includes a set of ten (10) foot wide multi use
path, six (6) foot wide sidewalks, and a variety of concrete barriers to provide safety improvements to 
separate those pedestrian and bicycle facilities from the roadway.

retaining walls and other regrading work around the North Truckee Drain to ensure 
the drain is not negatively impacted; the drain is a natural feature along the east side of the Sparks 
Boulevard between I-80 and Prater Way, and then it transitions to the median between Prater Way and 
Baring Boulevard. Then beyond the regrading efforts the Project is doing to ensure the Project is not 
causing impact to the North Truckee Drain, we are also partnering with the City of Sparks to provide 
improvements for flood mitigation and access to the North Truckee Drain during flood events. And so,
another component of the Project, to facilitate construction of the Project, it is going to require about 0.9 
acres of Right-of-Way in a combination of permanent easements and temporary construction easements
to facilitate construction and existing use of the Right-of-Way. It's not going require any taking of 
structures or tearing down of buildings, or any other displacement scenario.

Now I'm going to pass it over to Kirk with our Design Team. Kirk is our environmental expert and will talk 
more in detail about all the variety of environmental impacts the Project reviewed and studied as part of 
his environmental assessment.

KIRK WEBB: Thank you, Jeff. Again, my name is Kirk Webb, I've worked for the consultant Atkins, hired 
by RTC. We did the analysis of all these environmental issues, and I'll be going through those, one issue
at a time.

The first one (1) we looked at was:

NOISE: We conducted a traffic noise analysis to evaluate the change in the noise conditions that could 
result from widening Sparks Boulevard. When the widening Project is complete, there will be one hundred 
sixty-three (163) residences or receptors that will experience increased noise levels. A receptor is a 
location that represents noise sensitive land use and can be represented at multiple dwelling units or 
different uses. To mitigate the impacts, we looked at five (5) barriers at four (4) impacted locations after 
construction, to reduce the traffic noise. They're located at the homes on the West side of Sparks 
Boulevard, just south of Baring Boulevard. Another barrier at Springland Village Condominiums, at the 
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east side of Sparks Boulevard, just south of Baring Boulevard, and at the Willow Creek Villas on the West 
side of Sparks Boulevard, just north of Prater Way; then at the Park Vista Apartments, on the West side 
of Sparks Boulevard, .

To mitigate the impacts, these five (5) noise walls at the four (4) impacted locations, are at the same 
location I just described. This table identifies the location of each of these walls and it's shown on the 
previous map. It also shows the height and the length of each wall and how many impacted receptors are 
benefited by these walls. As part of the migration process prior to construction, each of the benefited 
residents will receive a survey asking whether they would like to have the noise walls built behind their 
home. Again, there are more detailed maps and the boards on that side of the room side [points to display 
boards in the room].

This slide shows a representation of what a new noise wall would that look like. The photo shows Sparks 
Boulevard, in front of the Springland Village Condos, and there's a barrier in between the road and the 
homes. We're trying to match the existing aesthetics of the barriers that already exist along Sparks 
Boulevard.

AIR QUALITY. Our air quality analysis was performed according to Environmental Protection Agency 
and Nevada Division of Environmental Protection standards, and it shows the Project will not cause any 
violations of their quality standards. The Project meets the Regional Air quality conformity rules set by 
federal statute and the EPA concurred the Project is not a Project of air quality concern. There may be 
some temporary impacts to air quality during construction. RTC will make sure the contractor obtains the 
dust control permit from the Washoe County Air Management District, and make sure that it performs 
certain mitigation measures as work progresses. These measures include using water trucks to suppress 
dust, covering trucks that are hauling dirt, minimizing vehicular and machinery use, and maintaining 
construction vehicles in proper working order.

Right of Way. The Project does not require residences or businesses to be relocated or acquired.
However, the Project would require about one (1/10) tenth of an acre of permanent Right-of-Way to 
construct the Project. Two (2) of the areas are near commercial areas and the other area adjacent to the 
Reed High School parking lot. The Project would also require about eight (8/10) tenths of an acre of 
temporary construction easements at twenty-three (23) different locations in the study area to construct 
the Project. These locations are detailed in the Environmental Analysis Document.

RECREATIONAL AND SECTION 4(f) PROPERTIES. Section 4(f) of the Transportation Act of 1966 
protects parks, trails, wildlife and waterfowl refuges and other recreational resources, as well as historic
resources from the impacts of transportation projects. Reed High School is the only impacted 4(f)
Resource with some minor Right-of-Way acquisition near the northeast corner of Baring Boulevard and 
Sparks Boulevard. To mitigate those impacts, the RTC is coordinating with Washoe County School 
District to ensure the project does not require use of any of the recreation fields or practice structures.
There also, the RTC is committed to restoring impacted landscaping as well.

FLOOD PLAINS AND WATER QUAILTY. The increase in pavement area and changes to the North 
Truckee Drain have been made to avoid reducing capacity of the roadside ditches. Where we have our 
concerns of potential flooding and ponding, additional impervious surface area raises potential water 
quality concerns. However, to avoid these impacts, the final Drainage Design will ensure the drainage 
system collects and treats the runoff before its conveyed to the North Truckee Drain. Channel 
improvements will be constructed in the Drain to ensure the rising water does not impact the floodplain.
In addition, the project will be treating the drainage off of Sparks Boulevard, it will capture flow that now 
drains into the North Truckee Drain unabated. In addition, the RTC is partnering with the City of Sparks
and their Drainage Improvement Program to ensure they have access to the Drain for maintenance 
associated with flood management.
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WETLANDS AND WATERS OF THE US. Clearing or filling in the vegetation areas will impact one (1/3) 
third of an acre of fringe wetlands and open waters that exist along the North Truckee Drain. The RTC 
has committed to replace these wetlands at a (2:1) two to one ratio in its permit application with the US 
Army Corps of Engineers.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES AND THREATENING ENDANGERED SPECIES. While removal of 
vegetation and trees will impact native plants and urban wildlife habitat, no impacts of federally or state 
protected species will occur with the Project.

SOCIOECONOMONIC CONDITIONS. The only impacts to these resources are described in the EA and
include construction detours that may disrupt access to some commercial properties for short periods of 
time. To mitigate this, the RTC will communicate closures and delays to the public well in advance through 
a thorough construction outreach process.

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. There are no concerns with hazardous materials on the Project, though the 
Project will acquire a sliver of the parcel and Reed High School, where there have been issues in the 
past, including an underground storage tank and a mercury release. Both of those occurrences have 
been remediated. The Sparks Boulevard Gas Main Installation Project, which was completed in 2019, is 
located inside the Sparks Boulevard Right-of-Way, and that feature will be avoided during construction.

LAND USE. There are no impacts to land use along Sparks Boulevard. Though again, there may be 
temporary access closures or detours during construction, which will be communicated to the community 
prior to construction.

TREE REMOVAL. To accommodate the additional lanes, the additional sidewalks, and the additional 
bicycle lanes, the Project will need to remove vegetation and the number of trees, as shown on the map 
here. RTC is investigating the feasibility of preserving as many trees as possible, and some will be 
replaced with new trees and native plants.

VISUAL RESOURCES. The views along Sparks Boulevard will change for people traveling the corridor 
and those looking at the corridor in the areas adjacent to Sparks Boulevard. Trees and vegetation will be 
removed to construct the Project and to have the sidewalks. Noise walls will be added to the corridor 
where walls do not currently exist. In addition, the landscape plans that RTC is preparing will restore the 
Project area to its current aesthetics. Disturbed vegetated areas, natural areas along the North Truckee 
Drain, or in the roadway median will be replaced. Our landscape plans provide the mitigation for some of 
those visual effects. The RTC is developing a landscape plan in coordination with City of Sparks to 
remediate the removal of trees and vegetation. The plan will look for ways to enhance the safety and 
experience for all non-motorized users in the corridor and minimize the impact to the North Truckee Drain 
to the greatest extent possible. Part of the landscape plans will include Project enhancements. There will 
be enhancements in the landscape plan that provide better experiences for all users, but especially those 
on the trail - bicycle users and pedestrians. The landscape plans will include special treatments described 
here which will be constructed to bring back the natural areas along the corridor. In addition, 
enhancements to the North Truckee Drain will be implemented. The North Truckee drain itself will 
undergo some reconstruction to merge the natural experience of trail users with the drainage needs of 
the drain.

Back to you Jeff.

JEFF WILBRECHT: Thanks so much Kirk.

So again, to regroup on the Project schedule and construction, as I said earlier, the South Phase, Phase 
One has been completed, and is providing immediate congestion relief South of I-80 to Greg Street. Right 
now, we're in Phase Two, which is progressing through preliminary design and progressing through this 
environmental assessment comment period and public hearing. After this public comment hearing, we're 
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anticipating, as I said earlier, to the finding of no significant impact to be advanced this fall and we 
anticipate final design to go through spring of 2024, with construction to follow in the 2025 timeframe.
That would be following, again like I said earlier, the Pyramid Highway Phase One Project.

This is a list of all the ways to contact us and provide your comments. We have a website that has been 
live for a couple weeks now and ll be live through May 5th, in which you can provide public comments
via the website. You can call our hotline, you can email us at the RTC; my email address is on there, my 
phone number is on there.
You can mail your comments physically to RTC, the addresses is on there. You can also provide public 
comment tonight via the public comment card, and you can provide public comment verbally tonight, then 
we can address them in a formal fashion. That would get recorded, or you do that can after this 
presentation. We can talk one (1) on one (1) about the various boards around the room and go on from 
that.

I just also wanted to give appreciation and thanks for everybody that's attended tonight; this is from the 
Project team. We provided a lot of work and time into this Project, so we really appreciate everybody's 
interest in attending this public meeting. With that, I just want to say thanks and we can have any public 
comments or questions and answers now which would be part of the recorded record; or if no one has 
questions we can advance as appropriate.

KIRK WEBB: If anybody would like to make a comment on the Project, if you have any comments, you 
can come up to the microphone and let us know what you think about the Project. Otherwise, you can 
write your comments on the comment card, or go visit a virtual meeting room located at our Project
website where you can see all the materials and comment.

Anybody want to make a comment?

(Public Comment #1): I apologize, so with respect to tree removal, that poster addresses the specific 
trees that will be removed?

(Jeff): Yes. 

(Public Comment): Can you be more specific?

(Jeff): I guess to some degree, yes. That illustrates some of the general locations where there are trees
that are proposed to be removed as part of the Project. We are actively looking at various ways we can
minimize removals, so if you have a very specific question, I can do my best to answer it, or another way 
is to write an email. 

(Public Comment): I guess, specifically between Baring, and I guess that would be Springland. There are
beautiful trees there, I'm sure those will be gone, but there was a group that was very active and really 
trying to enhance that ditch, is that going to be gone? So, what are the details specifically?

(Jeff): So, as those graphic show, on the West side of the roadway, there's several trees that exist that 
will be impacted. There's also trees on the median area that are newer trees that we re actively working 
with Sparks to relocate as the proposed improvements would offset and encroach on to those areas. So, 
we are looking at everything we can do to mitigate tree removals.

(Public Comment #1): But the oldest trees along that road are going to go.

(Jeff): Unfortunately, yes. Got yah. Yeah, go ahead.

(Public Comment #2): Good, for the record, that bike path coming from the river, it probably ends at
Lincoln, you have to cross two streets to get to the other bike path on the East side of Sparks, which goes 
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all the way across to Prater later and goes under Sparks Boulevard median and all the way to end. And 
you also have to cross two streets to go up the west side of Sparks Boulevard. where there's another 
bike path that goes to Baring that abruptly ends. And across Bar
quite a ways. Is that going to be remedied?

(Jeff): Yes, the South Phase Project did implement and rebuild part of the bike path. With that Project 
actually to Lincoln Way, and then the bike path or the shared use path is going to continue to be on east 
side of the road all the way up to Prater Way. On the west side of the road there's also going be sidewalk 
connectivity, where there currently is no sidewalk connectivity on the west side of Sparks Boulevard. It, 
the formal 10-foot-wide shared use path, is going to continue up the east of Sparks Boulevard to Prater 
Way to continue its current alignment north of Prater Way, then underneath the northbound 
lanes of Sparks Boulevard, continuing north in the middle of the median with the North Truckee Drain 
until it gets to Springland. Then from there its jumps over the road to stay on the West side of the road, 
and provide your continued connectivity on the west side of the road all the way up to Baring where it
then jumps over Baring continue on existing path. So there will be a continuous route. We do have cross 

continuous.

(Public Comment #3): I'm just curious what will the speed then? 

(Jeff): The speed is not expected to change on the Project. I think its 45 right now and it's been designed 
to stay at 45.

(Jeff): OK, no other comments? That concludes our public comment period here for the public hearing.
Again, there are many ways to comment on the Project. Please visit our website for all the materials and 
details, including the EA and all the technical reports that support it, as well as all the boards that you see 
here in the room. You can make your comments here in person, you can mail them in, do them on the on 
the website or even, you know, phone and leave a voice mail. Thank you for coming to our meeting. We 
appreciate it.
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REGIONAL
TRANSPORTATION
COMMISSION WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA

August 10, 2023

Kyle Chisholm, School Property Planning Manger
Washoe County School District
Capital Projects
14101 Old Virginia Road
Reno, NV 89521

Subject: Official with Jurisdiction (OWJ) Concurrence for Section 4(f) Finding 
for Reed High School

RE: PCN 030-010-09, Washoe County
Edward C Reed High School
1350 Baring Blvd., Sparks NV 89434
Sparks Boulevard Widening Project

    
Dear Mr. Chisholm:

Thank you for meeting with us again on May 5, 2023, to discuss changes to the potential minor impacts 
of the Sparks Boulevard Project. As we discussed, it may be more expedient for the project and less 
impactful to the school to keep the NV Energy power lines overhead adjacent to the school property 
along Sparks Boulevard. This would be a change from our prior commitment to underground the utilities 
in that location. There would be no change to the need to taper Sparks Boulevard from three lanes to 
two, starting at the intersection with Baring Boulevard north to the entrance to Shadow Mountain Park, 
north of the Reed High School Athletic field, located on the Edward C. Reed High School managed by 
the Washoe County School District. In addition, the right turn lane from westbound Baring Boulevard to 
northbound Sparks Boulevard is still required to improve the intersection level of service in the future, 
as traffic volumes in Sparks grow in the future. To make these improvements, small blocks and slivers 
of school district property along Baring and Sparks Boulevards are needed for right-of-way and 
permanent easements. A slightly larger area is needed for temporary access to make the proposed 
improvements.

Attached is a map showing the work area and the affected Section 4(f) property, Edward C. Reed High 
School.  The areas impacted by the project are 1,411 SF for right of way, 5,824 SF of utility easement
for the NVE and AT&T utility relocations and 235 SF of permanent easement for the future maintenance 
of drainage improvements for a total of 7,470 SF in permanent easements.  Some of the permanent 
easements overlap which results in a total of 7,362 SF in area of District property that are impacted by 
these new permanent easements.  

A total 17,533 SF or 0.4025 acres is anticipated to be temporarily impacted to allow access to construct 
project improvements. Temporary access will be secured through the District s right of entry process.  
This will occur once a contractor has been selected and is under contract. The total impacted area is
0.4584 acres and excepting the area for the temporary access, this would leave 53.859 acres of the 
54.028 total acres on the school property for use of the school and all its current activities. The project
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will only result in only minor permanent improvements that impacts the school facilities within the parcel 
boundaries.
 
Due to the use of federal funds, the proposed transportation project is subject to the requirements of 
Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation (DOT) Act of 1966, which affords protection to 
publicly owned parks, recreation areas, and wildlife and waterfowl refuges. The purpose of this 
correspondence is to document that the Official with Jurisdiction (OWJ) concurs with the listed 
measures to minimize harm and the assessment of impacts. 

The following measures to minimize harm will be incorporated into the plans as plan notes and as 
environmental commitments in the environmental document: 

 Access to the Reed High School and Athletic Field shall always be maintained during 
construction activities via flagging operations and/or an approved detour. 

 Temporary construction fencing shall be installed along proposed construction limits prior to 
the start of construction activities to protect the existing 4(f) property and the public. 

 Appropriate signage shall be installed to alert users of Reed High School of construction 
activities, access restrictions or closures, and to direct users to secondary access points. 

 The staging and/or storage of construction equipment or materials shall not take place outside 
proposed construction limits that are within the defined boundaries of the 4(f) property. 

 The Contractor shall be required to closely coordinate the construction schedule with RTC, 
Washoe County School District, and the City of Sparks prior to the start of construction activities. 

 The Contractor shall be required to replace landscaping and vegetation on school property at 
the northwest corner of Baring and Sparks Boulevard that will be removed to construct the 
project. 

In accordance with 23 CFR 774, the proposed project will have a de minimis impact upon Reed High 
School based upon the following assessment: 

 All possible planning to minimize harm has been incorporated into project development. 

 The nature and magnitude of changes will not adversely affect the recreational activities, 
features, or attributes that qualified the property for 4(f) protection. 

 Proposed measures to minimize harm and resulting mitigation, in regard to protecting the 4(f) 
property and maintaining access and safety, are considered to be reasonable and acceptable. 

Based on the scope of the proposed project and type of work, there will be no adverse effects to the 
protected recreational activities, features, or attributes associated with Reed High School If you 
concur with the measures to minimize harm and the assessment of impacts in regard to the proposed 
project, please indicate as such by providing your signature, or the signature of the appropriate 
authority, in the space provided 
documentation can be completed.  

 
  









































































Point Code: Site Name: Date:

Time Start: Time End: Weather: Air Temp (°C)

Site Ownership":

Surveyors ''Federal/state land descriptor

Access Comments

ASSESSMENT AREA AND GPS COORDINATES* (Field Manual p. 23, Sec. 2.4.b.) Q
Dimensions of AA:

40 m radius circle Rectangle:

Freeform: AA-Track #: Freeform area;
Entire wetland AA-Track #:

Target Wetland Type:

AA Representativeness:

(Appendix A, B, C):

AA GPS Coordinates:

AA Photos 40 m radius circle: ONLY INCLUDE WP/Photo # and Aspect.

Freeform: Rectangle: INCLUDE UTMs.

CLASSIFICATION OF ASSESSMENT AREA* (Field Manual p. 26, Sec. 2.4.c./Appendix A, B, & C) Q
Cowardin Class* one class for the dominant wetland type. NV
Level1 Wetland Analysis,

System:

Class:

HGM Class*

Cowardin Modifiers: Water Regime (helps describe wetland origin) Cowardin Modifiers: Special (Optional)

+ Excavated may include restored wetlands

REGION: GENERAL WETLAND CATEGORIES FOR NV:

Circle appropriate Region & Dominant category from above. List specific Type from Appendix C:

Nevada Wetland Rapid Assessment Method (RAM) Data Sheets

Pre-field Survey entry (*) information availablefrom the NV Level1Wetland Mapping Tool, “Wet Bar”. Verify or

correct information duringfield survey activities. Attach Level1Wetland Analysis Toolbar Report to data sheets.

LOCATION AND GENERAL INFORMATION* (Field Manual p. 23, Sec. 2.4.a.

State Engr Hydrographic Name:















Date:

Time Start: Time End: Weather: Air Temp (°C)

State Engr Hydrographic Name: HUC 10#: Site Ownership":

Surveyors ''Federal/state land descriptor

Access Comments

ASSESSMENT AREA AND GPS COORDINATES* (Field Manual p. 23, Sec. 2.4.b.) Q
Dimensions of AA:

40 m radius circle Rectangle:

Freeform: AA-Track #: Freeform area;
Entire wetland AA-Track #:

Target Wetland Type:

AA Representativeness:

(Appendix A, B, C):

AA GPS Coordinates:

AA Photos 40 m radius circle: ONLY INCLUDE WP/Photo # and Aspect.

Freeform: Rectangle: INCLUDE UTMs.

CLASSIFICATION OF ASSESSMENT AREA* (Field Manual p. 26, Sec. 2.4.c./Appendix A, B, & C) Q
Cowardin Class* one class for the dominant wetland type. NV
Level1 Wetland Analysis,

System:

Class:

HGM Class*

Cowardin Modifiers: Water Regime (helps describe wetland origin) Cowardin Modifiers: Special (Optional)

+ Excavated may include restored wetlands

REGION: GENERAL WETLAND CATEGORIES FOR NV:

Circle appropriate Region & Dominant category from above. List specific Type from Appendix C:

Nevada Wetland Rapid Assessment Method (RAM) Data Sheets

Pre-field Survey entry (*) information availablefrom the NV Level1Wetland Mapping Tool, “Wet Bar”. Verify or

correct information duringfield survey activities. Attach Level1Wetland Analysis Toolbar Report to data sheets.

LOCATION AND GENERAL INFORMATION* (Field Manual p. 23, Sec. 2.4.a.

Point Code: Site Name:
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INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 
SPARKS BOULVEARD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT � NORTH PHASE 

WETLAND MONITORING  

This Agreement is dated and effective as of January , 2024, by and between the 

Regional Transportation Commission of Washoe County (�RTC�) and the City of Sparks, 

Nevada (the �City�). 

W I T N E S E T H: 

WHEREAS, the parties to this Agreement are public agencies and authorized to enter into 

agreements in accordance with Chapter 277 of NRS; and 

WHEREAS, RTC is delivering the Sparks Boulevard Improvement Project � North Phase 

(the �Project�) as part of its Regional Street & Highway Program, and expects to begin 

construction of the Project in fiscal year 2025; and 

WHEREAS, RTC is funding the Project with a combination of federal formula funds 

administered by the Federal Highway Administration (�FHWA�) and local funding sources; and 

WHEREAS, the Project will require mitigation, monitoring and management of impacts 

to wetlands during and after construction of the Project pursuant to, and in accordance with, a 

United States Army Corp of Engineers (�USACE�) permitting requirements related to Section 404 

of the Clean Water Act (the �404 Permit�); and  

WHEREAS, the City is the applicant for the 404 Permit; and 

WHEREAS, the �Compensatory Mitigation Plan (July 2023)� (the �Mitigation Plan�) is 

included in the 404 Permit and referred to in the federally required Environmental Assessment for 

the Project; and   

WHEREAS, RTC, in coordination and cooperation with the City, will design and 

construct mitigation sites during construction of the Project in compliance with the Mitigation Plan 

and the 404 Permit requirements, including a 1-year establishment period for wetland plantings 

following construction; and  

WHEREAS, the City, in coordination and cooperation with RTC, will perform the post-

construction wetland monitoring, corrective actions/adaptive management activities, annual 
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reporting, permit close-out and other activities needed to comply with the Mitigation Plan and the 

404 Permit requirements (the �Wetland Monitoring�); and  

WHEREAS, the City and RTC expect the City will to need the services of a contractor or 

contractors to perform some or all of the tasks described in Exhibit A as part of the Wetland 

Monitoring; and  

WHEREAS, RTC will reimburse the City for the actual costs of those services as provided 

in this Agreement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises contained herein and for 

other good and valuable consideration, it is hereby agreed by and between the parties hereto as 

follows: 

ARTICLE I - RTC DUTIES 

1. RTC and its contractors agree to provide drawings, details and specifications for

the Project that comply with the Mitigation Plan and the 404 Permit.  

2. RTC and its contractors will construct the Project in compliance with the Mitigation

Plan and the 404 Permit, and will require a 1-year establishment period for wetland plantings as 

part of the construction contract for the Project that starts following final acceptance of the project 

by RTC. 

3. RTC and its contractors will perform inspection, quality assurance testing,

administration and project management, and corrective actions needed during construction of the 

Project and the 1-year establishment period, in compliance with the Mitigation Plan and the 404 

Permit. 

4. RTC will coordinate and cooperate with the City and its contractors with regard to

the �post-construction site inspections� and the start of �annual monitoring� described in Exhibit 

A.   

5. RTC and its contractors will coordinate and cooperate with the City and its

contractors during the period of overlap of the 1-year establishment period for wetland plantings 

and the first �annual monitoring� period.   
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6. RTC will reimburse the City for actual costs incurred by the City in connection 

with the services of contractors needed to perform the Wetland Monitoring described in Exhibit 

A, in amounts not-to-exceed those identified in Exhibit A.   

7. RTC will reimburse the City for actual costs associated with �corrective 

actions/adaptive management activities� identified as necessary by the City and its contractors 

following the 1-year establishment period for wetland plantings, in an in amounts not-to-exceed 

those identified in Exhibit A.   

8. RTC will work in good faith with the City to amend this agreement if actual costs for 

services performed for the Wetland Monitoring or �corrective actions/adaptive management activities� 

exceed the amount described in Exhibit A. 

9. RTC will remit payment to the City within thirty (30) calendar days following 

receipt of an invoice from the City. 

ARTICLE II - CITY DUTIES 

10. The City will perform, or have performed by contractors, the Wetland Monitoring 

described in Exhibit A and any other activities needed to comply with the Mitigation Plan and 

the 404 Permit.   

11. The City will assign a City representative and designated point of contact for 

Wetland Monitoring. 

12. The City will review and comment on the drawings, details and specifications for 

the Project as they relate to the Mitigation Plan and the 404 Permit.   

13. The City will coordinate and cooperate with the RTC and its contractor during 

construction of the Project as it relates to the Mitigation Plan and the 404 Permit.   

14. The City and its contractors will coordinate and cooperate with the RTC and its 

contractors during the 1-year establishment period for wetland plantings. 

15. City shall use its best efforts to close-out the 404 permit before the 5th year 

following RTC project acceptance.  

16. The City will provide RTC a copy of any contracts it enters into with contractors to 

perform the Wetland Monitoring.   
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17. The City will invoice the RTC annually for actual costs of contractors that 

performed work in connection with the Wetland Monitoring, along with the invoices from the 

contractors, in an amount not-to-exceed those identified in Exhibit A.  

ARTICLE III � GENERAL 

1. Each party will cooperate with the other party and their agents in carrying out their 

respective responsibilities. 

2. Each party will assist the other party in communicating with the public regarding 

the provisions of this Agreement. 

3. Subject to and without waiving the liability limitations in NRS Chapter 41, each 

party agrees to indemnify, defend and hold harmless the other party to the extent provided by law 

from and against any liability including, but not limited to, property damage, personal injury or 

death, proximately caused by the negligent or intentional acts or omissions of its officers, agents 

and employees arising out of the performance of this Agreement. 

4. The laws of the State of Nevada shall be applied in interpreting and construing this 

Agreement. 

5. The legality or invalidity of any provision or portion of this Agreement shall not 

affect the validity of the remainder of this Agreement. 

6. This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding between the parties and shall 

not be modified unless in writing and signed by the parties. 

7. It is not intended and this Agreement shall not be construed to provide any person 

or entity not a party to this Agreement, with any benefits or cause of action or to obligate the parties 

to this Agreement to any entity or person not a party to this Agreement. 

8. In the event either party initiates litigation to enforce the terms of this Agreement, 

the prevailing party shall be entitled to recover its costs, including reasonable attorneys� fees. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed by 

duly authorized representatives. 
 
     REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
     OF WASHOE COUNTY 
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BY: __________________________________________ 
Bill Thomas, ACIP, Executive Director 

CITY COUNCIL OF SPARKS, NEVADA 

By: __________________________________________ 
Ed Lawson, Mayor 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM AND CONTENT: 

BY:  __________________ BY:  __________________________________ 
City Clerk City Attorney 
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Exhibit A 

Wetland Monitoring 
(Scope of Services by Third-party Contractors) 
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SPARKS BOULEVARD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

SECTION 404 COMPENSATORY MITIGATION ANNUAL MONITORING 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

PROJECT UNDERSTANDING 

Wetland monitoring is required for the Sparks Boulevard Improvement Project in Reno, NV, 
following the construction phase of the project per the USACE Section 404 permit (SPK-2023-
00049). The project, which will include widening of Sparks Boulevard, will impact the North 
Truckee Drain (NTD). The work stands to cause permanent impacts including loss of 0.306 acre 
of wetlands and 0.178 acre of open water, which are considered jurisdictional waters of the U.S. 
(WOUS), and temporary impacts to 0.097 acre of wetland and 0.023 acre of open water. 

Compensatory mitigation of unavoidable permanent and temporary impacts to the NTD  will 
include creation of new or expanded wetland areas at a 2:1 creation to impact ratio and minimize 
clearing/grubbing areas. The location of two areas on-site were identified for wetland mitigation 
sites within the NTD watershed that have wetland creation planting areas of 0.547 acre and 0.270 
acre of wetland. The two mitigation sites will be managed in accordance with the City of Sparks 
Comprehensive Plan and by the City of Sparks Parks and Recreation Department once the 
mitigation sites are constructed during the Project and after the requirements of the USACE 
Section 404 permit are met. 

This scope sets out the tasks for the CONSULTANT to conduct the annual monitoring of the 
mitigation sites, to include a construction completion site-inspection, annual site visits to observe 
and record the extent and success of wetland establishment within the mitigation sites, and to 
facilitate the closure of the Section 404 permit. These services are detailed further in the below 
sections. 

BASIC SERVICES 

The CONSULTANT shall provide the following Basic Services: 

TASK 1�PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

1.1  General Project Management: The CONSULTANT shall perform project management 

responsibilities throughout the duration of the annual monitoring efforts to accommodate 
a five (5) year Project schedule. The USACE may close the Section 404 permit earlier 
than the 5-year timeframe if the mitigation sites meet all the required permit parameters. 
The CONSULTANT shall coordinate project staff; maintain contact with and respond to 
communication from WASHOE RTC; monitor and control the budget and schedule of the 
Project; and prepare and review Project invoicing using WASHOE RTC�s format and 
project accounting (template to be provided by WASHOE RTC) prior to submission to the 
WASHOE RTC. The CONSULTANT shall schedule a kickoff meeting within three weeks 
of Notice-To-Proceed. 

1.2  Quality Assurance: The CONSULTANT shall prepare a project-specific Quality 
Assurance Plan (QAP) that outlines the Quality Assurance (QA) and Quality Control (QC) 
procedures, methodologies, and approaches to be implemented during execution of 
CONSULTANT�s prepared work product.  Formal independent QA/QC reviews will be 
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conducted on deliverables for each annual monitoring report as outlined in the following 
proposed scope of services. 

Deliverable(s): 

 Project Schedules, QA/QC Documentation as requested, Invoicing, Kickoff Meeting 
Agenda, Kickoff Meeting Minutes, and Kickoff Meeting Exhibits. � one (1) copy in 
electronic format (PDF) 

 Third party entity review comments, incorporation into annual monitoring reports using 
BlueBeam, third party approval letters � one (1) copy in electronic format (PDF) 

 QAP and QA/QC review documentation, upon request � one (1) copy in electronic format 
(PDF) 

TASK 2�POST-CONSTRUCTION SITE INSPECTION 

2.1  Post-Construction Mitigation Site Inspection: The CONSULTANT shall conduct a site 
inspection of the two wetland mitigation areas along Sparks Boulevard to assess and 
identify any discrepancies between the construction of the wetland mitigation sites 
(grading, seeding\planting, irrigation, etc.) and the design of the mitigation sites. 

2.2  Post-Construction Assessment Memorandum: The CONSULTANT shall prepare a 
technical memorandum detailing any corrective actions required by the CONTRACTOR 
to facilitate the terms and conditions of the Section 404 permit and to support the 
successful growth and creation of wetlands within the mitigation sites. The technical 
memorandum will include mapping and photos of areas within the mitigation sites that 
require further corrective actions (grading, seeding, etc.). 

Deliverable(s): 

 Inspection Schedule, Mitigation Site Inspection Technical Memorandum, Meeting 
Minutes. � one (1) copy in electronic format (PDF) 

 Third party entity review comments, incorporation into Mitigation Site Inspection Technical 
Memorandum using BlueBeam, third party approval letters � one (1) copy in electronic 
format (PDF) 

TASK 3�YEAR 1 ANNUAL MONITORING 

3.1  Year 1 Monitoring Visit: The CONSULTANT shall conduct a site visit as part of the 
annual monitoring of the two wetland mitigation sites along Sparks Boulevard to assess 
success parameters that are outlined in the Compensatory Mitigation Plan and as part of 
the terms and conditions of the Section 404 permit. Parameters include wetland plant 
growth, aerial coverage, presence of noxious weeds, etc.  

The Year 1 Monitoring Visit will include the CONSULTANT setting up static photo points 
(GPS coordinates, lathes marked with numbered locations), transect locations, quadrat 
sampling locations, wetland sampling point locations, and other necessary sampling 
features to conduct a thorough sampling of the mitigation sites to complete the annual 
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monitoring report per the Section 404 permit. The following information and data will be 
collected at each annual visit and documented in the monitoring report: 

o Presence of noxious weeds, including location, species, and density
o Evidence of wetland hydrology and hydric soils (based on visual observations and

delineation)
o Representative photos of the overall mitigation area and sampling locations

(establish photo points for the mitigation area to use each year)
o Evidence of how the performance standards are being met and documentation of

how the mitigation plan goals are being achieved
o Extent of created wetlands by type and acreage (using a formal delineation method

with paired data points)
o Vegetation cover and species diversity using wetland sample points from the

delineation and transects with data plots that represent each wetland type
3.2  Year 1 Annual Monitoring Report: The CONSULTANT shall prepare a technical report 

detailing the background of the project, identifying both NEPA and USACE clearances 
and permitting information, project location, monitoring methodology, results from the 
Year 1 monitoring assessment, risks or damage to the mitigation sites, and any adaptive 
management or corrective actions that need to be implemented to improve the mitigation 
site or expedite site success per the Section 404 permit requirements. The Year 1 
Annual Monitoring Report will include GIS mapping of features of both mitigation sites, 
quality control (reviews and technical editing), and incorporating one round of 
review\comments by the CLIENT. 

Once the CLIENT approves the Year 1 Annual Monitoring Report, CONSULTANT will 
submit to the USACE and address any follow-up questions or comments the USACE 
has on the report. 

Deliverable(s): 

 Year 1 Monitoring Schedule, Year 1 Annual Monitoring Report,  � one (1) copy in electronic 
format (PDF) 

 Third party entity review comments, incorporation into Year 1 Annual Monitoring Report 

using BlueBeam � one (1) copy in electronic format (PDF) 

TASK 4�YEAR 2 ANNUAL MONITORING 

4.1  Year 2 Monitoring Visit: The CONSULTANT shall conduct a site visit as part of the 
annual monitoring of the two wetland mitigation sites along Sparks Boulevard to assess 
success parameters that are outlined in the Compensatory Mitigation Plan and as part of 
the terms and conditions of the Section 404 permit. Parameters include establishing a 
reference site, wetland plant growth, aerial coverage, presence of noxious weeds, etc.  

The Year 2 Monitoring Visit will include the CONSULTANT using the sampling locations, 
transects, static photo points, etc., that were prepared in the Year 1 Monitoring Visit to 
maintain consistent assessment parameters from year to year. The CONSULTANT shall 
conduct a thorough sampling of the mitigation sites to complete the annual monitoring 
report per the Compensatory Mitigation Plan and Section 404 permit requirements. 
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4.2  Year 2 Annual Monitoring Report: The CONSULTANT shall use the Year 1 Annual 
Monitoring Report as the basis of the Year 2 Annual Monitoring Report and will update 
sections of the report which include monitoring methodology, results from the Year 2 
monitoring assessment, risks or damage to the mitigation sites, and any adaptive 
management or corrective actions that need to be implemented to improve the mitigation 
site or expedite site success per the Section 404 permit requirements. The Year 2 
Annual Monitoring Report will describe any adaptive management\corrective action 
measures that were completed as identified in the Year 1 Annual Monitoring Report prior 
to the Year 2 Annual Monitoring Visit. Additional information will be obtained from the 
CLIENT which documents any other activities that have occurred in the mitigation sites 
as identified by CLIENT maintenance crews. 

The Year 2 Annual Monitoring Report will include GIS mapping of features of both 
mitigation sites, quality control (reviews and technical editing), and incorporating one 
round of review\comments by the CLIENT. 

Once the CLIENT approves the Year 2 Annual Monitoring Report, CONSULTANT will 
submit to the USACE and address any follow-up questions or comments the USACE 
has on the report. 

Deliverable(s): 

 Year 2 Monitoring Schedule, Year 2 Annual Monitoring Report,  � one (1) copy in electronic 
format (PDF) 

 Third party entity review comments, incorporation into Year 1 Annual Monitoring Report 
using BlueBeam � one (1) copy in electronic format (PDF) 

TASK 5�YEAR 3 ANNUAL MONITORING 

5.1  Year 3 Monitoring Visit: The CONSULTANT shall conduct a site visit as part of the 
annual monitoring of the two wetland mitigation sites along Sparks Boulevard to assess 
success parameters that are outlined in the Compensatory Mitigation Plan and as part of 
the terms and conditions of the Section 404 permit. Parameters include wetland plant 
growth, aerial coverage, presence of noxious weeds, etc.  

The Year 3 Monitoring Visit will include the CONSULTANT using the sampling locations, 
transects, static photo points, etc., that were prepared in the Year 1 Monitoring Visit to 
maintain consistent assessment parameters from year to year. The CONSULTANT shall 
conduct a thorough sampling of the mitigation sites to complete the annual monitoring 
report per the Compensatory Mitigation Plan and Section 404 permit requirements. 

5.2  Year 3 Annual Monitoring Report: The CONSULTANT shall use the Year 1 Annual 
Monitoring Report as the basis of the Year 3 Annual Monitoring Report and will update 
sections of the report which include monitoring methodology, results from the Year 3 
monitoring assessment, risks or damage to the mitigation sites, and any adaptive 
management or corrective actions that need to be implemented to improve the mitigation 
site or expedite site success per the Section 404 permit requirements. The Year 3 
Annual Monitoring Report will describe any adaptive management\corrective action 
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measures that were completed as identified in the Year 2 Annual Monitoring Report prior 
to the Year 3 Annual Monitoring Visit. Additional information will be obtained from the 
CLIENT which documents any other activities that have occurred in the mitigation sites 
as identified by CLIENT maintenance crews. 

The Year 3 Annual Monitoring Report will include GIS mapping of features of both 
mitigation sites, quality control (reviews and technical editing), and incorporating one 
round of review\comments by the CLIENT. 

Once the CLIENT approves the Year 3 Annual Monitoring Report, CONSULTANT will 
submit to the USACE and address any follow-up questions or comments the USACE 
has on the report. 

Deliverable(s): 

 Year 3 Monitoring Schedule, Year 3 Annual Monitoring Report,  � one (1) copy in electronic 
format (PDF) 

 Third party entity review comments, incorporation into Year 3 Annual Monitoring Report 
using BlueBeam � one (1) copy in electronic format (PDF) 

TASK 6�YEAR 4 ANNUAL MONITORING (IF NEEDED) 

6.1  Year 4 Monitoring Visit: The CONSULTANT shall conduct a site visit as part of the 
annual monitoring of the two wetland mitigation sites along Sparks Boulevard to assess 
success parameters that are outlined in the Compensatory Mitigation Plan and as part of 
the terms and conditions of the Section 404 permit. Parameters include wetland plant 
growth, aerial coverage, presence of noxious weeds, etc.  

The Year 4 Monitoring Visit will include the CONSULTANT using the sampling locations, 
transects, static photo points, etc., that were prepared in the Year 1 Monitoring Visit to 
maintain consistent assessment parameters from year to year. The CONSULTANT shall 
conduct a thorough sampling of the mitigation sites to complete the annual monitoring 
report per the Compensatory Mitigation Plan and Section 404 permit requirements. 

6.2  Year 4 Annual Monitoring Report: The CONSULTANT shall use the Year 1 Annual 
Monitoring Report as the basis of the Year 4 Annual Monitoring Report and will update 
sections of the report which include monitoring methodology, results from the Year 4 
monitoring assessment, risks or damage to the mitigation sites, and any adaptive 
management or corrective actions that need to be implemented to improve the mitigation 
site or expedite site success per the Section 404 permit requirements. The Year 4 
Annual Monitoring Report will describe any adaptive management\corrective action 
measures that were completed as identified in the Year 3 Annual Monitoring Report prior 
to the Year 4 Annual Monitoring Visit. Additional information will be obtained from the 
CLIENT which documents any other activities that have occurred in the mitigation sites 
as identified by CLIENT maintenance crews. 

The Year 4 Annual Monitoring Report will include GIS mapping of features of both 
mitigation sites, quality control (reviews and technical editing), and incorporating one 
round of review\comments by the CLIENT. 
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Once the CLIENT approves the Year 4 Annual Monitoring Report, CONSULTANT will 
submit to the USACE and address any follow-up questions or comments the USACE 
has on the report. 

Deliverable(s): 

 Year 4 Monitoring Schedule, Year 4 Annual Monitoring Report,  � one (1) copy in electronic 
format (PDF) 

 Third party entity review comments, incorporation into Year 4 Annual Monitoring Report 
using BlueBeam � one (1) copy in electronic format (PDF) 

TASK 7�YEAR 5 ANNUAL MONITORING (IF NEEDED) 

7.1  Year 5 Monitoring Visit: The CONSULTANT shall conduct a site visit as part of the 

annual monitoring of the two wetland mitigation sites along Sparks Boulevard to assess 
success parameters that are outlined in the Compensatory Mitigation Plan and as part of 
the terms and conditions of the Section 404 permit. Parameters include wetland plant 
growth, aerial coverage, presence of noxious weeds, etc.  

The Year 5 Monitoring Visit will include the CONSULTANT using the sampling locations, 
transects, static photo points, etc., that were prepared in the Year 1 Monitoring Visit to 
maintain consistent assessment parameters from year to year. The CONSULTANT shall 
conduct a thorough sampling of the mitigation sites to complete the annual monitoring 
report per the Compensatory Mitigation Plan and Section 404 permit requirements. 

7.2  Year 5 Annual Monitoring Report: The CONSULTANT shall use the Year 1 Annual 
Monitoring Report as the basis of the Year 5 Annual Monitoring Report and will update 
sections of the report which include monitoring methodology, results from the Year 5 
monitoring assessment, risks or damage to the mitigation sites, and any adaptive 
management or corrective actions that need to be implemented to improve the mitigation 
site or expedite site success per the Section 404 permit requirements. The Year 5 
Annual Monitoring Report will describe any adaptive management\corrective action 
measures that were completed as identified in the Year 4 Annual Monitoring Report prior 
to the Year 5 Annual Monitoring Visit. Additional information will be obtained from the 
CLIENT which documents any other activities that have occurred in the mitigation sites 
as identified by CLIENT maintenance crews. 

The Year 5 Annual Monitoring Report will include GIS mapping of features of both 
mitigation sites, quality control (reviews and technical editing), and incorporating one 
round of review\comments by the CLIENT. 

Once the CLIENT approves the Year 5 Annual Monitoring Report, CONSULTANT will 
submit to the USACE and address any follow-up questions or comments the USACE 
has on the report. 

Deliverable(s): 
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 Year 5 Monitoring Schedule, Year 5 Annual Monitoring Report,  � one (1) copy in electronic 
format (PDF) 

 Third party entity review comments, incorporation into Year 5 Annual Monitoring Report 
using BlueBeam � one (1) copy in electronic format (PDF) 

TASK 8�PERMIT CLOSE-OUT 

8.1  Permit Close-out Documentation & Agency Coordination Meetings: The 
CONSULTANT shall compile materials and communications with the CLIENT and the 
USACE and fill in the required USACE close-out documents/forms for the mitigation sites 
and respond to questions by the USACE. The CONSULTANT will attend one meeting with 
the CLIENT to confirm the project meets the parameters of the permit to close it out. The 
CONSULTANT will attend one meeting with the CLIENT and the USACE to facilitate 
permit close-out. 

8.2  Response to Client Request for Information (RFIs): The CONSULTANT provide 
follow-up assistance to the CLIENT if questions arise on the maintenance of the 
mitigation sites or follow-up on other related questions regarding the 404 permit. RFI 
Responses will not exceed the period of performance of the monitoring contract. 

Deliverable(s): 

 Meeting Minutes, Responses to RFIs or other questions. � one (1) copy in electronic 
format (PDF) 

Assumptions\Exclusions: 

 Project Management time will support the overall Sparks Blvd Improvement Project TO 
for invoicing, staff management, agency coordination, etc.  

 Depending on what the Section 404 NWP identifies as the terms and conditions of the 
permit, the scope and cost estimate associated with the annual monitoring activities may 
need to be modified. 

 The Site Inspection and Annual Monitoring will take one day for two wetland specialists. 
Travel to and from the project site will take two days as specialists will come from out of 
the project region (Las Vegas, NV and Denver, CO) for a total of 3 days of work. 

 Airfare, car rental, and meal costs are included 
 Annual Monitoring is estimated at 5 years, but the USACE may close the permit in a 

shorter time frame. 
 If the wetland mitigation sites don�t meet the permit parameters to close the permit in 5 

years, then a contract modification would be required to extend the annual monitoring 
period until permit close-out occurs. 

 The CLIENT will be responsible for completing any corrective actions\adaptive 
management activities to facilitate the successful establishment of the mitigation sites 
including, but not limited to: noxious weed treatment, fencing, irrigation, trash removal, 
removal of people occupying the mitigation sites illegally. 

 Annual monitoring will occur during the peak growing season. 
 Monitoring reports will be submitted using the USACE-specified SPD mitigation monitoring 

form by December 31. 
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 The compensatory mitigation monitoring will fall under a TO for the existing Sparks Blvd 
Improvement project and not be under a separate project contract. 
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Exhibit A Fee Summary - Sparks Blvd Wetland Monitoring 
Summary 

Task No. Task Total Price 

1a Project Management

$150,000

1b Post-Construction Inspection/Memorandum

1c Year 1 Mitigation Site Monitoring/Reporting 

1d Year 2 Mitigation Site Monitoring/Reporting

1e Year 3 Mitigation Site Monitoring/Reporting

1f Year 4 Mitigation Site Monitoring/Reporting 

1g Year 5 Mitigation Site Monitoring/Reporting 

1h Permit Close-Out Activities

2 Budget for Corrective Actions $50,000 

Totals $200,000 
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